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THE SEASONAL GAZETTE FOR CRITICAL CITIZEN PEDAGOGY AND DEEP FASHION

Are we close to fashion utopia yet? Is the
only problem with fashion that it is unsustainable? If we fix the system, media, materials, production, transport, consumption
and waste more environmentally friendly
and good for workers, will it be ok then?
Let’s ask again; is the only problem with
fashion that it is unsustainable?

The traditional approach to the connection between individual action and the
environment can be summed up in the
three “Rs”: Reduce, Reuse, Recycle. After
the upswing of the “sharing economy”,
Rachel Botsman and Roo Rogers argues
in What’s Mine Is Yours: The Rise of Collaborative Consumption (2010) to add

THE FATE OF RADICAL R:s
two more “Rs”: Repair and Redistribute.
Both these later Rs have had a great impact on the latest developments in design
and “design thinking”, especially with
its intersection with the “circular economy”, much of it emanating from the
Ellen MacArthur Foundation. However,
as with many ideas meeting the realm of
management, the rough edges of these
radical Rs were quickly polished away:
repair lost its spiritual and empowering
impetus, and Redistribute was quickly
broken off from its distributive justice
and socialist connotations towards the
neo-monopolist tendencies of platform

capitalism. Sharing has now less to do
with just distribution than with the feudalism of attention and accessibility.
Such is the fate of Radical R:s.
We must thus continue to ask the now
classic question: “What is to be done?”
One approach for deep fashion could
be to revisit philosopher Felix Guattari’s
book The Three Ecologies (1989/2000) to
reframe how fashion is to relate to ecology, or rather several ecologies. From
Guattari’s perspective there are three
transversally connected ecologies, or

three ecological registers: the environment (nature), human relations (social) and human subjectivity (mental).
Whereas ecology is usually through of
something that concerns the natural environment, that is separated from human
relations, Guattari highlights how the
three are interconnected. Guattari thus
suggests that we need to see them holistically, with an ecosophic perspective
which puts human existence in a new
historical context. “Ecology in my sense
questions the whole of subjectivity and
capitalistic power formations,” Guattari
continues, “whose sweeping progress
cannot be guaranteed to continue as it
has for the last decade.” All three ecologies are thus ravaged by our current market paradigm and thus a notion of deep
fashion must address sustainable practices in all three interconnected ecologies.

As Guattari highlights, the connection
between individual action and systemic
issues needs more than material fixes and
affirmative action. We need to explore
practices more dissonant with the economic incentives propelled through the
recent corporate embrace of a circular
economy. If the 5 Rs so far have mainly
tried to mitigate the worst elements of exploitation and economic externalization
of environmental costs, the task following Guattari must be to dare avoid consensus and foster social as well as mental processes of critique, opposition and
struggle.
Thus, to apply Guattari’s perspective and
give us better Rs, a strategic mobilization
towards deep fashion would require civic resilience. Yet resilience, even though
a good R-word, is already so deeply entrenched into contemporary market-buzz,
we will need to break it up into two other
Rs: Reconciliation and Resistance.
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The first new R, Reconciliation, deals directly with the social and psychological
ecologies of fashion. It questions how we
are to better deal with some of the vital
yet unpleasant forces of fashion, such
as status anxiety, peer-pressure, competition and bullying. A more holistic approach to sustainable fashion needs to
build self-esteem rather than undermine
it, defuse and mitigate aesthetic rivalry
rather than fuel competition and conflict.
Reconciliation means not to reconcile
with violence, but with aspiration. Not to
make appeasement with oppression, but
to mitigate the very human emotions of
greed, jealousy and delusion.
The second new R, Resistance, deals with
the stubborn refusal to play along in the
economized version of “sustainability,”
an capital-environmental program which
only serves to perpetuate the current
order yet with a smaller environmental
footprint. Resistance encourages to question and oppose, to take sides, to put the
foot down and no longer apply the flexible morality of what Hannah Arendt
called “the lesser evil.” Using revolutionary praxis, this R suggests the intersectional need to Think, Judge and Will, to
struggle for change within the realm of
fashion.
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The three ecologies of fashion do thus not
only concern patching up the negative
environmental consequences of “democratic fashion.” Instead, it assembles the
mental, social and natural environments
to see how fashion effects all of them, and
how a holistic response must engage the
fashion system on many fronts simultaneously. Repair and Redistribution must
be reclaimed from the “sharing economy.” Resilience, in the form of Reconciliation and Resistance, adds to sustainable
practices in fashion design.
Courage, opposition, and struggle is the
new black.
text by Otto von Busch, fashion educator &
editor of Deep Fashion Bulletin, New York
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